
Greetings to all Rotarians and their families in district 9920 from all  Rotarians in district 1580 in The 
Netherlands. 
 
It gives me great pleasure to introduce our team of young professionals and their teamleader Kees de 
Geus, who are visiting your district. I am very proud of the fact that my district will be exchanging with 
New Zealand during my term of office.  
 
The contacts between New Zealand and the Netherlands go back to the 17th century. Dutch sailor Abel 
Tasman and his crew were the first Europeans to visit  “Aotearoa” – country of the long white cloud.  
 
My own experience with New Zealand and district 9920 are of a more recent date. My wife and I visited 
the northern and part of the southern island in December 2002, also visiting members of our family, who 
emigrated to New Zealand in the early fifties. When travelling around we were impressed by the coun-
tryside, the scenic beauty and the kind people. 
 
My wife and I also met your present governor Leanne Jaggs, her husband Mike, their son Brayden and 
Leannne’s parents. It was nice to talk things over about the GSE exchange. The friendship between 
each other has become very valuable to me.  
 
I entrust you our team with much pleasure in the knowledge that they will never forget New Zealand. I 
know for sure they will enjoy an experience that will last for the rest of their lives. They will make new 
friends and the knowledge gained will enable them to  share with their communities new insights which 
will be to the benefit of the constituencies of their towns and villages. 
 
I also believe that the Dutch team will leave behind a greater understanding of the Dutch way of life. 
Many thanks to Don Leith, GSE D-9920 chair and  Marijke Bollweg, GSE D-1580 chair, for the energy 
they put in preparing the visits. 
 
We will host your team: Chris Betty, Kepal Richards, Philippa Scales, Sonya Gale, Nageen Ahmed and 
Shanna Coetzee and we will make them feel very welcome and offer them an interesting program. 
Thank you very much for your hospitality and please extend my sincere greetings to governor Leanne 
Jaggs, her husband Mike and their son Brayden. 
 
With sincere greetings, 
 
 
Arend Sijpestein,  
Governor district 1580  
The Netherlands 
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I was born in Den Helder in 1952. Married to Fenna Wolters; we have 3 beautiful daughters.  Í 
am a Rotarian since 1988. We are living in Den Helder, a town with 58.000 inhabitants that lies 
on the North Sea coast and about 80 kilometers north of Amsterdam. Den Helder is known as 
the homebase of the Dutch Royal Navy and the off-shore industry. 
 
Currently I am working as a projectmanager for the Dutch Tax Department, location Alkmaar. 
In my spare time I like to play tennis, do some fitness, play a little bit on one of my guitars, ride 
my motorbike and once a week visit the (sport-)shootingclub with my youngest brother.  
 
The Rotary GSE-program offers me an opportunity to escort young people (in the age of my 
own) on a unique cultural and vocational exchange . I hope that by experiencing your cultures 
and  your way of life, by exchanging experiences and by interacting with your professionals  my 
team and myself will  have contributed to our mutual understanding and will have enjoyed 
every second of this once-in-a-litetime-experience. 

 
Teamleader 

Kees de Geus 

I'm 28 years old and I live with my partner Eppo in the busy center of Amsterdam. I was born in 
Roosendaal, in the south of the Netherlands, where I lived with my parents and my younger 
brother until I reached the age of 18.  
 
In the summer of '99 I started to study Dutch Law at the University of Amsterdam and I gradu-
ated in 2006. After a short period of traveling, I started my current job as a personal assistant 
for a Member of the Dutch Parliament in The Hague, Mrs. Laetitia Griffith. The political party I 
work for, is the VVD: the People's Party for Freedom and Democracy.  
 
In my spare time I love to have dinner and going out with my friends. I enjoy going to the mov-
ies, visiting a museum, reading a nice book and of course traveling! Being a part of this GSE-
team will be a great challenge and experience for me. Cheerio! 

Teammember 

Ann-Sophie Buijsen 

Teammember 

My name is Dalco Coppoolse, I am 27 years old and live in Amsterdam.  
 
I work in the financial industry as a credit structurer at RBS in a part of corporate finance in the 
industrials and transport sector. I operate closely together with clients to discuss their strategic 
financial needs, investments and acquisitions. 
 
In my past time I love to meet friends and family. I have one brother (Elkin) and one sister 
(Jiska) who I see regularly mostly at my parents’ (Jan and Marjan) place. I play sports such as 
running, biking and tennis. During the evenings I hang out with friends mostly pubs or clubs in 
Amsterdam. 

Dalco Coppoolse 

I am 31 years old and I live in Heemstede, a town near the city of Haarlem. I was born in 
Rotterdam, the city with the largest port in Europe. I have a long distance relationship with 
my partner who lives in Sardegna, Italy. I graduated from the Academy of Naturopathic Medi-
cine ‘Hippocrates’ in 2002 as a therapist in naturopathic medicine, iridology, counseling/ 
coaching and emotional bodywork. In 2005 I studied in England (The Journey Seminars, The 
Journey Practitioners Program) and graduated as a Accredited Journey Practitioner.  
 
In 2001 I set up my own practice Terra in Lucem, in which I work with adults and children 
who have emotional, psychological and physical problems. I help my clients release emo-
tional blockages and break patterns that stop them from living freely and happily.  
 
I like to spend my free time with friends and family, having dinner together and enjoying each 
other’s company. I enjoy reading, dancing, painting, playing the piano, horse riding, spending 
time in nature and combining travel with work and photography. To be a member of the GSE 
team 2010 is an amazing and unique opportunity to meet colleagues from New Zealand and 
exchange knowledge, get to know the (Maori)culture and experience the beautiful nature.  

Teammember 

Marlies Wildeman 

My name is Lise ten Holder and I am 32 years old. I live in the beautiful city of Leiden, where 
the famous painter Rembrandt was born. I have two brothers, two sisters-in-law and a won-
derful little nephew called Lucas. I studied Psychology at the University of Amsterdam and 
specialised in both child psychology and social psychology.  
 
 currently work at IMC Weekend school in Amsterdam. This school provides extracurricular 
education for children between the ages of 10 and 14 in suburban areas. The aim is to 
broaden the children’s perspectives in life, improve their self-confidence and enforce their 
connection with society. My job is to invite interesting people into the classroom and in gen-
eral to coordinate the overall education programme at our school.  
 
Besides working I like to spend time with my friends and family. I enjoy walks in the forest 
and on our beaches. I also like to do all kinds of sports, including boxing (just for fun, I don’t 
really like hitting people on the head!) . During the GSE I hope to learn more about New-
Zealand and its culture. I’m very interested in your educational system and I would like to 
meet people who work in different kinds of schools. Since most of parents of my students are 
immigrants I also eager to know more about the process of cultural integration.  

Teammember 

Lise ten Holder 


