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A. WALTER DORN

The Cloak and the Blue Beret: Limitations on
Intellig: in UN P keeping

1n 1960 it was suggested that the word “intelligence™ should be banned from
the lexicon of the United Natioas.' Indeed, the UN continues 1o shy
away from official use of the term because of its assoclation with illegal
or undercover activities, such s spying. theft, and distortion, with which
the UN would not (and should not) be lavolved. Nevertheloss, intellipence,
in its pure sense of processad information, both open and secret, relating
1o security, I+ an essential part of UN peacckeeping. and is recognized as
such by UN staff, both civilian and military.’ Peacekeeping operations
(PKOs) bave sometimes included “information units” or “Miitary
Information Branches™ (MIBs) in their structures. Thus, the UN has
officially sidestepped the term “intelligence,” though some stafl members
of these wnits unofficially called themsclves iatelligence officers, and many
have been drawn from the ranks of various professional military and
police intelligence organizations.”

Maay failures in the history of UN ficld operations might have been avoided
had the UN taken a more forthright approach to intelligence and possessed
a swomger mandate to gather information and improve its
isformation-gathering systems. The list includes outbreaks from the
distant past, such as the Korean War of 1950 (witnessed but aot foreseen
by the UN Commission on Korea), and more recent oncs, such as the
incursion of SWAPO guerrillas isto Namibia (1959). the Iragi attack os
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121. The first is that violent conflicts around the world have
become significantly more complex over the first decade-and-
a-half of this century, with new conflict drivers layered on
longstanding ones. International actors, including within UN
system, have yet to absorb fully how their tools and actions must
adapt and, in general, too often prefer militarized responses.

While these can prove effective in the immediate context of
halting violence, they end to address symptoms rather than
root causes. The very nature of such responses, with their
emphasis on short-term security and their correspondingly
heavy resourcing needs, can sometimes detract support and
attention from achieving sustainable peace.

Ref, The Challenge of sustaining Peace (p 46), dated 29 june 2015
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